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SHMS Students and Families,

We are excited to begin a great new school year! The first day of school is Monday, August 30th. Once again, I want to
thank you for being an amazing community with patience and flexibility over these last two years.

Thursday, August 26th we have our teacher meet and greet between 10am until 6pm. 7th and 8th grade teachers will be
outside at tables and available for you to stop by at a time which works for you.  Also on the 26th, student schedules will be
available on Canvas as well as during the in-person meetings with teachers.  5th and 6th grade teachers began reaching out
to families earlier this week to schedule specific meeting times with you. If a meeting has not yet been scheduled with your
student’s 5th or 6th grade teacher, please call our office at (509) 447-2426.

This year, our school day begins at 7:55am and ends at 2:35pm. Staff will be outside supervising students beginning at
7:30am.  We believe this schedule will benefit students across the district, families with younger students, and middle school
students for beginning their day upon arriving at school.  This change was made based on the order in which the buses drop
off students at school in the morning and pick them up in the afternoon so that our younger students are not on the bus
longer, middle school students with younger siblings can get to the elementary school before school releases, and to provide
increased staff supervision of our students before and after school. Your student’s bus pick up and drop off times should
stay the same as this past spring. If you have any questions about transportation, you can call Durham at (509) 447-0505.

As you are aware, health and safety precautions are mandated by the state for operations within schools. Required from
multiple agencies in the state, all students, staff, and visitors are required to wear face coverings while indoors for school
activities.  I am thankful students and families do not need to complete health screens or attestations at the entries, yet
anyone should still stay home when experiencing COVID-related symptoms.  In the update from Dr. Smith on August 2nd, you
can find further details for our COVID protocols including isolation and quarantine procedures.  All this said, we are grateful
that we are returning to more regular activities and normal experiences for our students, families, and community.

Regarding other questions you may have, you can find helpful information on our website, including the school day schedule
for this year and an update on school sponsored sports. As always, please feel free to contact us anytime: (509) 447-2426.

In closing, I would like to share our commitment to you: WE BELIEVE. I have full confidence in each and every staff member
and their dedication to your student and family. Beginning my 7th year as principal, I am fortunate to work in a wonderful
school, in the amazing Newport community, with phenomenal people.  We aim to partner with our parents and rely on your
expertise as your student’s first, best, and most important teacher. We are committed to believing in all students, families,
and each other for the best interests of everyone in the Grizzly Family.

Sincerely,

Tony Moser

Principal

mosertony@newportgriz.com (509) 447-2426 ext.2502
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